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by all the members of tbe bench, we think it our duty to
signify our thankful sense of them to your lordship, as the
president, and through you to the rest of your brethren; who,
as they have uniformly exerted themselves for the public
good, arc also entitled to a share in our respectful acknow-
ledgments.
"We must confess our fears, upon the introduction of
English laws into this country, to have been neither light nor
groundless; where our fortunes, our lives, our honour,, and
our religion might be at stake, we could not but shudder at
the consequences of justice distributed in an unknown lan-
guage, and upon principles of which we were totally ignorant.
It is to you, my lords, that we owe the obligation, not only
of a release from those terrors, but of a comfort and satisfac-
tion proportionally more solid, as our causes of uneasiness
had been substantial.
"We are now convinced that chicanery, subornation of
evidence, perjury., and forgery, will never, by any particularity
of circumstance, or exertion of influence, escape with impu-
nity; and severe warnings, which have been given to all
offences so injurious to society, are most ample pledges for
the protection of the peaceable subject in his property, his
person, and his reputation.
"We arc also told, that by your timely interposition, an
attempt to introduce blank warrants* for summoning any per-
sons from all parts of the provinces, has been most effectually
precluded. By this step your lordships have probably
rescued an extensive kingdom from absolute destruction ;
for what man, independent either in his fortunes or his prin-
ciples, would have resided one moment in a country where he
was perpetually liable to be harassed by vexatious and expen-
sive journeys, and by a painful attendance upon a court of
justice, at the folly, the pique, or the caprice, of every litigious
individual ?
"We have now experienced, within the space of a few
months, a total removal of every serious solicitude, and the
most comfortable assurances of security in the possession of
all we hold valuable, in these striking specimens of the ex-
cellence of the British law, and the impartiality of its admi-
nistration; we are, therefore, very earnest in our -wishes, that
its salutary influence may be yet wider extended, and its es-
tablishments (if possible) more effectually secured. Calcu-
lated as it is for a people whose climate, whose religion,
manners, and dispositions, differ totally from those of India,
*. See this word observed upon in the minute of Bengal Secret Con-
sultans, September 11,1775: the context shows that it was not meant
a blank warrant to apprehend, but a blank subpoena.